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THE PRAYER. 

Lord God of Hoſts, look down, we beſcech thee, on us thy 
'_ unworthy creatures here aſſembled before thee; and aſſiſt us 
with thy bleſſed Spirir, and the Power of thine Arm, to withſtand 
the Temptations of the World, and the malicious aſſaults of our 
Enemies, both temporal and ſpiritual. “ Send us help from thy 
* holy place, and evermore mightily defend us.“ Our Fathers 
e truſted in thee: they truſted in thee, and thou didſt deliver them:*?, 
may we in like manner, by thy Grace, be rendered worthy of thy 
Favour and Protection! Bleſs and preſerve our rightful Sovereign 
King George, and his Royal Family. Defend him from all ſecret 
Conſpiracies and open Violence. “ Be thou to him an Helmet of 
Salvation againſt the face of his Enemies, and let not the Wicked 
% approach to hurt him.” Grant ſucceſs to our Arms, both by Sea 
and Land. Bleſs the laudable Exertions of the Loyal Volunteers 
of this place, in the faithful Diſcharge of their Duty. May they 
acquit themſelves as becometh thy faithful Soldiers and Servants, 
and boldly ſtand forth, in this hour of danger, in defence of our 
Conſtitution, our Country, and our King! And may we all, of 
every rank and degree, exert our utmoſt efforts for the protection 
of our holy Religion, and whatever elſe is, or ought to be, dear to 
us 
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3 
us as a Chriſtian People! Be it alſo permitted us, O Lord, our 
defence, to pray for the diſappointment of thoſe men of fraud and 
deceit, whom the proſpect of plunder or a thirſt for power hath in- 
ſpired with foul deſigns aiming at no leſs than the ſubverſion of 
our happy Conſtitution in Church and State. May the unparalleled 
benefits of a mild and regal Government ſtill be ours! and may 
Liberty, founded on law, and ſupported by order, ever continue 
the diſtinguiſhing glory of our Iſle! And, O thou, that “ ſtilleſt 
<« the rage of the ocean, and the tumult of the people,” ſuppreſs 
all the riſings of ſedition, and “ reſtrain the remainder of the 


„ wrath” of our enemies | ſtay, we entreat thee, the progreſs of 
the devouring Sword : © make wars to ceaſe in all the world,” 
and bring the preſent dreadful conflict to a ſpeedy and a happy 
termination : that we may ſoon meet again in this place, to return 
our unfeigned thanks to Thee, the only giver of victory, who art 
not ſlow to hear, and who art omnipotent to ſave. Grant this, 
O heavenly Father, and whatever elſe thou ſeeſt needful or expe- 
dient for us, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. Tr 


LUKE xxii. cHAP. 36th veRsE. 


HE THAT HATH NO SWORD, LET HIM SELL HIS GAR- 
MENT, AND BUY ONE. 


THIS is the direction of our bleſſed Lord, © the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation :” a direction which he gave to 

his beloved diſciples and faithful adherents at the eve of 
approaching danger. Probably, at the firſt hearing, it may 
be conſidered as a ſtrange doctrine to have been delivered by 
the Prince of Peace, that there are certain times and cir- 
cumſtances when the habiliments of war are more neceſſary, 
and even to a Chriſtian more ſuitable, than the robes of 
Peace. How can this be deemed conſiſtent with that pa- 
” tience 


conſiſtent with each other, but * and illuſtrating 


1 


tience under ſufferings, that toleration of injuries, that very 


love of enemies, which is throughout the tenor of the Goſ- 


pel ? Is this the language of him, who tamely ſuffered him- 


ſelf to be brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter;“ and, 
though he could have ſummoned, inſtead of twelve Apoſtles, 
te twelve legions of angels” to his Aſſiſtance, yet never em- 
ployed them as miniſters of vengeance, but only as an- 
nouncers of“ good tidings,” proclaiming ** peace on earth, 
% good will towards men?” Why does he propoſe to his diſ- 


ciples to furniſh themſelyes with Swords, even though they 


ſhould be obliged to © ſell their Garments” to procure them; 
and then “ rebuke Peter,” for drawing his Sword in his 


defence, in ſuch terms as theſe, Put again thy Sword into 


his place: for all they that take the Sword ſhall perth 


with the Sword 1 


Tursz two paſſages of ſacred writ, that addreſſed to St. 
Peter, and this in my text, will appear, no doubt, ſuper- 
ficially conſidered, to admit of very oppoſite interpretations. 
At the fame time, if we carefully examine the circumſtances 
and occaſions of their delivery, we ſhall find them not only 


the 


F $1 
the whole doctrine of going to war, and ſhewing when it is 
lawful and allowable, and when not. 


Tux Caſe of St. Peter appears to have been this. On 
the ſpur and impulſe of the occaſion, from the natural 
warmth of his temper, and his ſtrong attachment to his 
Lord and Maſter, but without his order or conſent, he had 
drawn his Sword in his defence, and wounded a Servant of 
the High Prieſt, in the due execution of his office, and a= 
ing under a commiſſion from a lawful authority. And 
therefore our Lord orders him to“ put up his Sword,” be- 
cauſe the occaſion did not warrant ſuch a violent proceed- 
ing; admoniſhing him at the ſame time, that “ all they 
that take the Sword, on unwarrantable grounds and occa- 
ſions, and without a lawful call from a proper authority, 
5 ſhall periſh with the Sword ;” that is, ſhall be account- 
able to a ſuperior power for a breach of the public Peace, 
or elſe ultimately experience the Divine Vengeance. 


Bur there is no proof to be made out by any way of in- 
ference from hence, that on juſt and lawful and neceſſary 
occaſions, it is not allowable to take the Sword; becauſe 

B the 


a ] 
the circumſtances of this caſe point out a plain and manifeſt 
Impropriety in it. Submiſſion to Authority, lawfully con- 
ſtituted and appointed, is all that is to be inferred from 
hence: and this is indeed ſtrongly implied in this, as it is 


more expreſly inculcated in numerous other paſſages of 
Scripture. 


Bur now the direction in the text, if it have any mean- 
ing at all, implies plainly, that circumſtances of danger re- 
quire ſelf-defence and a neceſſary guard, and even weapons 
of offence to repel force by force ;—ſuppoling only, what 
is to be underſtood of courſe, that the occaſion is lawful as 
well as urgent. And though our Lord never meant to have 
his own direction put in force; though, when it was re- 
ported to him, that there were two Swords” in the com- 
pany, he ſaid, It is enough ;” though he“ rebuked Pe- 
ter” for ufing his Sword in his defence; yet the reaſon of 
all this, beſides what has been mentioned, was becauſe His 
Kingdom was not of this World.” Had it been otherwiſe, 
(which ſeems the very caſe in point to which the text al- 
ludes) had he been ſeated on the temporal Throne of his 
father David, and had a temporal Government to ſupport 


againſt 


( 431 ] 
againſt the aſſaults of temporal Enemies, he would of courſe 
have had recourſe to the ſame Arms, as the rulers of God's 
choſen People had always uſed before for the ſame purpoſes 
by God's own direction, and as even Chriſtians muſt now 
do, who have a Kingdom of this World” to uphold, in 


connection and alliance with that of another. 


AND even taking the Text in a figurative ſenſe, as has 
generally been done, as an injunction to the Apoſtles to arm 
themſelves with ſpiritual weapons againſt ſpiritual enemies, 
with watchfulneſs to guard againſt ſurprizes, and with cou- 
rage to withſtand the ſtrong temptations then about to aſſail 
them, we may juſtly and ſafely infer both the lawfulneſs 
and the neceſſity of taking up, in like manner, natural arms 
againſt natural enemies, when the occaſion calls for it, and 
when no other lawful remedy is to be had. Indeed we 
are not to expect in the goſpel, to meet with encouragement 
to provoke us to ſuch a meaſure. On the contrary, we are 
even bidden, * Unto him that fmiteth thee on the one 
cheek offer alſo the other ;” that is, to bear provocations, 
even repeated ones, is more becoming that temper of mind 
which the Goſpel is defigned to form in us, than to requite 
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ill offices, and diſturb the peace of Society by endleſs quar- 
rels and diſſentions. Beſides that, the Goſpel does not 
make it its Buſineſs to interfere in our worldly concerns, 
nor eſtabliſh itſelf as a Judge, or a divider over us.” All 
that we can expect from it is a permiſſion, rather than an 
incentive, to undertake the means of our lawful defence. 
The natural paſſions of men require reſtraining, rather than 
inflaming : and their natural intereſts are ſufficiently ready 
to direct them to the redreſs of their wrongs. But when 
our neareſt and deareſt intereſts are at ſtake ; when the lives 
of individuals, and the public Safety of the State, which 
binds us together in Society for our mutual comfort and 
ſecurity, are in danger; there is then no authority to be 
brought from Scripture, to diſcountenance the free uſe of 
every neceſſary means of defence, or even of aggreſſion, to 
make a more ſecure and more provident defence. In this 
caſe, great Sacriſices are to be made; ſuperfluous, and even 
neceſſary expences to be retrenched; inſomuch that he 


that hath no Sword,” ſhould even “' ſell his Garment, and 
buy one." 


FRoM hence, then, we may reaſonably infer this impor- 


tant 


E 
tant truth: that notwithſtanding thoſe evangelical precepts 
of meekneſs, patience, forgiving and praying for our Ene- 
mies; ſtill the uſe of juſt arms is in all ages of Chriſtianity 
lawful ; nay, in ſome exigencies of times, a duty more in- 
cumbent than even Peace itſelf : that Chriſtians, like other 
men, may provide themſelves with inſtruments of war, not 
to commit the leaſt private injury, but for their own De- 
fence; and particularly may ſtand forth, when lawfully 
called upon, to aſſiſt the civil State of which they are mem- 
bers, and to ſupport the cauſe of their temporal Princes. — 
And if ever there was a time, a country, a ſociety of men, 
to which our holy Religion has, in an eſpecial manner, re- 
commended the uſe of the Sword, or the due preparations 
for uſing it; it 1s the preſent conjuncture this likewiſe is 
the Country - ſuch alſo the Aſſociation of you, the loyal Vo- 
lunteers of this Place, who have incorporated yourſelves for 
the protection of our Laws and Liberties—for the defence 
of our Church and State, againſt foreign and domeſtic Ene- 
mies; and who have ſo gracious a Sovereign to ſerve with 
your Purſes, your Swords, your Lives. 


Tris Nation has heretofore experienced the dire cala- 


mities 
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mities of War on various occaſions. At one time we have 
fought for a particular form of Government—at another for 
Commerce —ſometimes for the ſucceſſion of Princes, or a 
certain ſpace of Territory. Thoſe wars have been main- 
tained with chearful ſubmiſſion, and carried on with vigour. 
Shall we then be tamely paſſive at this alarming criſis, when 


we are called upon to unite in our own defence againſt a 
numerous and formidable Enemy, who would exult in the 


ſubverſion of our eſtabliſhment both in Church and State, 
and who, if poſſible, would bereave us of the Comforts of 
our holy Religion? Men, who have brought deſolation on 
their own Country, and are endeavouring, at this very day, 
to reduce all others to the ſame wretched fituation ? who, 
actuated by a ſpirit truly anti-chriſtian, have fallied forth 
in lawleſs multitudes to neighbouring countries, with the 
manifeſt intention of deſtroying all order among mankind, 
and introducing in its ſtead nothing but perplexity and ruin; 
declaring War againſt all laws, both human and divine ? 


TIIIL they thus began to diſturb the peace of other Coun- 
tries, we of this Nation ſtudiouſly avoided all interference 


with them. But when, with malicious artifice, they were 
detected 


1 

detected in exciting Sedition amongſt our own people; ſurely 
at ſuch a time it became incumbent on all ranks and degrees 
of men, who prefer order to anarchy, to exert their united 
efforts, in order to fruſtrate the wicked intentions of thoſe 
Enemies to our peace, „who truſt in violence and delight 
„ in Blood.” More eſpecially as it has been diſcovered, 
that not a few of our fellow- ſubjects, —perſons not very 
reſpectable in private. life, but, for the moſt part, men of 
unbounded ambition and deſperate fortunes, have (to the 
diſgrace of Britons be it named) adopted their plans of miſ- 
chief, and united with them in their bold deſigns. And 
now, at a moment when every particle of our ſtrength 
ſbould be collected and combined for our defence and pro- 
tection, how alarming our ſituation, to find the very ſinews 
of Government attacked by inteſtine Commotion and civil 
Faction ! God grant that the ſevere but juſt puniſhments, 


which have recently overtaken ſome of our unhappy Fel- 


low-Citizens, may prove a loud warning to others, not to 
commit the like treaſonable offences! Let thoſe who would 
adopt their principles, be admoniſhed by their fate ! There 
is wiſdom in the leſſon, which it would be Madneſs in the 
extreme to diſregard. | | 


IN 
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In future times it will be matter of ſurpriſe as well as 
concern, that in this our favoured land a ſingle Briton could 
be found ſo wretchedly infatuated, as to wiſh to exchange 
the happineſs he at preſent poſſeſſes for a novel Syſtem, 
which has been productive merely of plunder, of maſſacre, 
and miſery. And yet (with regret be it ſpoken) ſuch diſ- 
contented characters are there amongſt us: men, who would 
ſeemingly rejoice in ſeducing the ignorant, and exciting the 
profligate to convulſe and deſolate our country, to rob us of 
our property, to bereave us of our Lives. 


LET every good ſubject, then, who feels for his family, 
for his poſterity, or for human nature, —who poſſeſſes a 
heart not inſenſible to the cries of innocence and beauty, 
or has a hand ready to protect them—approve himſelf 
_ worthy of the bleſſings he enjoys under our happy Conſti- 
tution, by contributing his utmoſt efforts to ſecure its pre- 
ſervation ; and, by conſtitutional Aſſociation, to ſtrengthen 
the executive branch of the State. By ſuch conduct, he 
will deſervedly obtain the honorable appellation of the true 
Patriot and virtuous Citizen. And we truſt that, by the 
Favour of our Almighty Protector, the noble and ſtrenuous 


exertions 
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exertions which are now making throughout the Iſland for 
our home defence, will fruſttate the evil machinations, both 
of our foreign and domeſtic Foes. Tis ſolely with this 
5 laudable, this patriotic Deſign, that you, my Brethren, to 
whom | have the Honour this day more immediately to ad- 
dreſs myſelf in the capacity of your Chaplain, have, from the 
voluntary impulſe of your own hearts, aſſociated yourſelves. 
You boldly come forward, at this moment of well-founded 
Alarm, agreeably to your military Oath and ſolemn obliga- 
tions, to guard your King and Conſtitution from all hoſtile 
Inſults and cruel Devaſtations: you unite your mutual exer- 
tions for the preſervation of our Laws, our Liberties, and 
our very Exiſtence : you zealouſly join together, hand in 
hand, and heart with heart, that the proſperity of the State 
may never be exchanged for confuſion and miſery. Go on 
then, and may every ſucceſs attend you. We wiſh you 
good luck in the name of the Lord.“ Behave yourſelves 
ee valiantly for our people, and for the cities of our God ;” _ 
and may you experience the approbation of your own. 


minds, the gratitude of your country, and the favour of 
the Almighty. 7 
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NoTwiTHSTANDING ſome late diſaſters which have be- 
fallen us, let us not deſpair of the ſafety of the State, which 


our natural firmneſs and courage, and our natural reſources, 
will ſtill induce us to maintain. Over and above this, the 
Juſtneſs of our Cauſe may well inſpire us with additional 
Vigour and Alacrity, fighting, as we are, under the Ban- 
ners of the Almighty, for our Altars and our families. We 
arm not ourſelves to invade the property of others, but only 
to protect our own. And ſurely it is our duty as Men, as 
Chriſtians, as Engliſhmen, to employ both our purſes and 
our ſwords againſt the attempts of thoſe who “ delight in 


« war, in robbery, and wrong,” and ſport in the miſeries 
of mankind. | 


BuT at the ſame time, my Brethren, that we think our 
cauſe is juſt, and that we may, with humble confidence, 
hope for the favour of Heaven ; we are all ready, I ſhould 
truſt, to acknowledge the inſufficiency of our own ſtrength, 
and to ſue for his aid, in whoſe hands alone is the fate of 
Nations. It becometh us under our preſent circumſtances, 
threatened as we now are with domeſtic and foreign danger, 
to ſay with holy David, “I will not truſt in my bow: it is 

not 


„„ 
ce not my Sword that ſhall help me: but it is Thou, O 
« God, that ſaveſt us from our Enemies; and putteſt them 
« to confuſion that hate us. The Lord is my refuge, and 
T my God is the ſtrength of my confidence. Unto him 
will I flee for ſuccour, and put my truſt under the ſhadow 
* of his wings.” May this be our language: may it be 
the language of Britons till time ſhall be no more. 


Our Enemies have caſt off all acknowledgment and de- 
pendance upon the ſupreme Being : and we therefore truſt 
that the Lord our God” in whom we believe, „will fave 
* us from their hands; that all the Kingdoms of the earth 
© may” thereby perceive “ that he is the Lord.” * Be ſtrong 
„ then and of good courage: be not afraid or diſmayed, for 
e the battle is not yours, but God's.” And while you are 
contending for the cauſe of God, take alſo ſpiritual weapons 
to your aid: * take unto you the whole armour of God; 
« the ſword of the Spirit, the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, 
and the ſhield of faith.” With theſe you will be able“ to 
% quench the fiery darts of the wicked ;” with theſe obtain 
ſolid peace in this world, and everlaſting felicity in that 
which is to come. Believe me, Religion, how unneceſſary 


C 2 ſoever 
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ſoever in this our day, ſome men may conſider it, is by no 
means the leaſt requiſite of the Soldier. We allow, indeed, 
that a ſenſe of honor, or regard for our parent ſtate, may 
incite men to acquit themſelves with credit in the hour of 
danger; but they cannot inſpire that ſteady courage and 
heroic ardour, which a firm reliance upon God can alone 
ſupply. How greatly then does it behove You, who have 
undertaken to be the inſtruments of our defence, to cul- 
tivate the principles and the practice of unfeigned Picty ! 
It would give“ ſtrength and vigour to your arms, and fight 
«* for you againſt your Enemies, better than a mighty ſhield 
«and ſtong ſpear.” And I need not obſerve how much we 
all ſtand in need, at this perilous /Era, of every ſupport and 
conſolation which Religion can beſtow. Fortified with it, 
we ſhall be enabled to ſay, Though an Hoſt of men were 
laid againſt me, yet ſhall not my Heart be afraid: and 


* though there roſe up war againſt me, yet will I put my 
* truſt in Him.“ 


FINALLY, then, my Brethren, let us look up to almighty 
God, without whoſe aid all the inſtruments of war are but 


weak and vain, to make us proſperous and grant us good 


ſucceſs ; 


E 
ſucceſs; that we may ſecure and perpetuate the objects we 
contend for, viz. our own Independence, and, as connected 
with this leading object, the general intereſts of Europe. 
To this end, may all our jealouſies and animoſities hence- 
forward be buried in eternal oblivion; and let it be the 
glory of Britons to dwell together in peace, in unity, and 
concord. In compliance with the injun&ion of St. Paul, 
Let every ſoul be ſubje& to the higher Powers.” «© Ye 
« muſt needs be ſubject,“ ſays he, neceſſity requires it; not 
only a temporal, but a ſpiritual neceſſity: “ye muſt needs 
« be ſubject, not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
« fake.“ For he tells us, « he that reſiſteth the Power, re- 
« fiſteth the ordinance of God.“ Let us, then, be true to 
our King, love our Country, and “ meddle not with them 
«© that are given to change.” © Let vs,” ay a ſeniible 
Writer * recommends, „ be reſolved and faithful to cach 
* other; add unanimity to courage and fidelity, and our 
„ Phalanx will be impenetrable.” And after having faith- 
fully diſcharged our reſpective Dutics as members of the 
community, let our ultimate care be, that each of us reform 


himſelf, From ſuch a beginning in individuals, a general 
| reformation 


* Mr. Miles. 
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reformation is only to be expected. Then ſhall we have 


nothing to apprehend from our remorſeleſs Enemies; but 


may juſtly hope that God will look down with favour upon 
us, „cover our head in the day of battle,” and defend this 
Nation with the ſhield of his almighty Protection. Under 
that protection we ** ſhall dwell in ſafety, and be free from 
* the” apprehenſion * of evil.” © The Lord ſhall give 
* ſtrength unto his People; the Lord ſhall give his People” 
the much to be deſired . Bleſſing of Peace.” 


AND now let us conclude as we begun, with our addreſſes 
to the Throne of Mercy for the welfare of our Sovereign : 
that he, who is the King of Kings, would be plcaſed to 
grant him a long life; a happy and undiſturbed reign over 
us: that he would diſpoſe the hearts of all his ſubjects to 
obedience, unity, and peace ; that he would confound the 
devices of all his Enemies; that bleſſings may ever attend 
his royal Iflue; and that his illuſtrious Houſe may not want 
a man to ſtand before him as our King for ever—and let all 


the People ſay, Amen. 


THE END. 


